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an upsetting letter. l
“Noooo!” she exclaims.

“My entire order of rare island gemstones
is canceled. My fall fashion line for
Ganterlot Carousel will be ruined! Of all
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Rarity bursts into the Gastle of Friendship with tears in her eyes
and hands the letter to her friends.

Rainbow Dash readsitaloud. “'The Great Dragon Migration has brought
dragons to Dazzle Island. Hopony can gather g¢ems until they leave.™™
“Maybe the dragons are waiting for their welcome partyl” says Pinkie Pie.
“Fluttershy could fly out there and give those dragons The Stare,”
says Applejack,
“Oh, I couldn’t do that to a bunch of dragons who aren’t hurting
anypony,” says Fluttershy, “but maybe somepony can
explain to them why they need to move.”
“Or some dragdon,” says Spike. He turns
to Princess Twilight Sparkle. “I'm a dragon;
they're dragons. Let me do

7> d, this for Rarity.”




toward Dazzle Island in the Windhorse. As
they det closer, the clear blue sky turns steely
gray and whipping winds toss the ship about.
It's bumpy, but they're finally able to land.
Fluttershy and Spike are confused by their new
environment—for a tropical island, it's cold!
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“...Rarity, the most beautiful and talented
pony in Ponyvile—maybe even in all of
Equestria! Well, except for the princess. And
the other princesses. Anyway, she really
needs those gems you've got under your big,
sharp claws and pointy tail. Rarity—"

Suddenly, the dragon blows Spike away
with one smoky puff
“Spike!” shrieks Fluttershy.
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Seeing that her friend is okay, Fluttershy turns to face the dragon.
“Excuse me, but where I'm from, we show kindness to visitors.”

With a heavy sigh, the enormous dragon stands up and moves.

“Spike! Look at this!” says Fluttershy. “These dragons are

mommies. They are just protecting their dragon eggs!”




An island filly named Ruby Redheart app th "
visitors. “You're right. I've been watching the dragons \
closely. I don’t think the dragons will leave until their babi |
" hatch...and they’ll never hatch unless this deep freeze ends!” ™
The Windigos fill the sky as the ponies and dragons |
continue to quarrel.

“When 1 was just a dragon egg, Princess Twilight hatched
me. I wonder if there's a way to hatch these eggs without
magic,” says Spike.




“Well, I don’t know if it's magic, but when I hug an egg
with all my heart,” begdins Ruby Redheart, “the egds and
the dems start to—"

“Glow!™ cry Spike and Fluttershy together.

“I think this could help warm the edgs so they can
hatch!” cries Ruby.

Fluttershy turns again to the dragon. “When your

egdgs hatch, will you leave this island with your babies?

Will you let us help you?" she asks.

The dragon nods.




As Ruby hugs the egg, Spike notices that the winds Y
calm down and the frost begins to melt. He dashes off b b
to the vilage and calls for help. N 3‘3:
“Once upon a time, a very special pony helped 1 Y / r k‘ " A *}
hatch me. If we each hug an edgg, we can warm it and : /f L) ' S AT H

help the baby dragon inside hatch. The dragons need

you and everypony who has a heart!” - - : ' i
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Soon Spike leads a parade of townsponies into the
valley. Fluttershy shows the crowd how to wrap their
hooves around the egg¢s with love. Although it's cold,
everypony hugs and hugs their dragon egg¢s through
the night, hoping to warm the babies inside.
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When the last baby is born and the dragons prepare to

leave, Blue Topaz lets them know that they are welcome to
migrate to the island and share their gems anytime.

“I promise to help hatch the babies when you do come
back!” says Ruby.

Just then, Ruby Redheart’s cutie mark—a tiny dragon
egd—appears on her flank,.



“Thanls for all your help,” call Blue Topaz and Ruby =

Redheart as they wave good-bye to their new friends.

Fluttershy and Spike know that it will be smooth sailing
back to Ponyville now that the Windigos are gone.
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“The Magic of Friendship has come to the rescue again. Your
gems are on the way, Rarityl” says Spike.

Fluttershy adds, “We met a kind filly named Ruby Redheart,
who got her cutie mark in dragon care...and we helped so many
cute baby dragons!”

“I bet they were cute...but I bet none were as cute as our

Spike,” says Rarity with a wink,
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MARY jANE BEGIN is a Rhode Island-based

award-winning illustrator known in particular for her acclaimed and
much-beloved picture books, including Before | Go to Sleep, The Wind in the
Willows, A Mouse Told His Mother, Little Mouse’s Painting, My Little Pony: Under
the Sparkling 5ea, and is also the author of My Little Pony: Art of Equestria.
She is the recipient of many awards, including the Stevan Dohanos Award
and the Irma Simonton Black Award. In addition to her advertising and
merchandising work, sheis a professor at Rhode Island School of Design.

Visit her at www.maryjanebegin.com.
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Visit us at Ib-kids.com
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